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If you like the suspense, thrills and excitement of James Patterson, you'll love Joel Goldman's Cold

Truth!"Joel Goldman is the real deal. In Cold Truth, Lou Mason goes his namesake Perry one better

and ought to make Kansas City a must-stop on the lawyer/thriller map."John Lescroart, bestelling

author of The First Law"Wanted for good writing: Joel Goldman strikes again with Cold Truth."The

Kansas City StarWhen a troubled young woman turns herself in for murder, Lou Mason takes the

case - yet something about her story doesn't add up. To catch a killer, Lou dives into a sordid world

of money, drugs and a devastating black market where the price for the truth is paid in blood. A

riveting, page-turning romp in the tradition of James Patterson!"Joel Goldman's Cold Truth offers us

a fast-paced legal thriller...This one makes good beach reading."The Pilot, Southern Pines, N.C."It's

a suspenseful, gritty story that keeps the reader engrossed until the very end."The Facts,

Brazosport, TXJames Patterson fans will heat up with Joel Goldman's Cold Truth!And don't miss the

other books in the Lou Mason series, Motion to Kill, The Last Witness, Deadlocked and Final

Judgment!
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Joel Goldman has written fourteen novels, with Cold Truth being third in the Lou Mason series. I

came late to Goldman's party, not a crasher, but invited when I listened to Joel interviewed by fellow

crime-mystery writer, Paul Levine. My interest in the interview was to learn how Goldman became

one of 's bestselling authors. Goldman's responses to Levine's questions intensified my writer's

curiosity about this highly successful author. So I bought Cold Truth to find out.Lou Mason is hired

to represent twenty-one year old Jordan by her adopted parents, Arthur and Carol Hackett. Jordan

is the only person suspected by police when her psychotherapist dies when thrown out of her eighth

floor office window. Will this be a typical courtroom drama? Not on your Martindale-Hubbell.

Goldman's trial lawyer mind complicates the case by introducing several other characters (too many

characters to keep track of, in my view) with competing motives and more complex plot twist. But

Goldman makes it all work to the delight of the reader.The prose are joyfully absent of lawyerly

legalese. Unlike another lawyer-turned-author, Goldman writes for his audience, like me, not legal

eagles. The pace and rhythm of Goldman's writing benefits from his choice of phrases. My only

other criticism for this well done work is Goldman's portrayal of Lou Mason's love interest, Abby

Lieberman. Mason falls deeply in love - way to quickly - without bringing the reader into the

romance. It left this reader flat. I wondered if Abby would turn out to be the real killer. I understand

that Cold Truth is a murder mystery, not a romance novel, but the love affair between Mason and

Lieberman is a motivating factor in several scenes central to the story.
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